
AFRICAN EXPLORER:  
SAFARIS BY TRAIN

Railroad journeys in South Africa and Namibia
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AFRICAN EXPLORER:
SAFARIS BY TRAIN

The AFRICAN EXPLORER private train 
makes the dream of railroad safaris in some 
of Africa’s most spectacular landscapes 
come true on two exclusive routes, one 
running between South Africa and Namibia, 
the other covering four countries between 
the Victoria Falls and the Indian Ocean: 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, Eswatini (formerly 
known as Swaziland), and Mozambique.

All compartments on board the African 
Explorer feature a private bathroom 
with shower and WC, the well-appointed 
dining cars serve a wide range of African 
and European delicacies prepared fresh 
by our chefs, and in the bar, guests enjoy 
a selection of world-class South African 
wines and the tasty Windhoek Lager, 
filling a journey through remote regions 
and lonely deserts with all the comforts of 
modern life.
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Enjoy the beauty of Southern Africa on our epic 
railroad journeys with the AFRICAN EXPLORER 
private train, where the magnificence of the 
animal world and the diverse landscapes are at 

your fingertips. From moonscape-like dunes in the 
Namibian desert to lush forests, from the Indian 
Ocean to the Victoria Falls—a safari by private train 
is the best way to experience the wonders of Africa.

AFRICAN EXPLORER: A SNEAK PEAK
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CAPE TOWN ’s Victoria & Alfred Waterfront is the place to be in South Africa. With about 300 shops, over 50 restaurants and pubs, 11 movie 
theaters, and 6 museums, the iconic harbor is not only well equipped for all kinds of entertainment but also a supremely photogenic sight.

Enjoy Southern African hospitality and cuisine as well as fine 
South African wines in the COZY RESTAURANT CAR .

Most of Windhoek’s CHRIST CHURCH is assembled from German 
parts. Emperor Wilhelm donated the windows, his wife the altar.
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This Herero woman’s hat looks like a blue version of a cow’s horns. And that’s exactly what it’s supposed to represent, minus the color.  
The OTJIKAIVA HAT is a way of paying respect to the cattle that have been the Herero’s most important source of income for generations.

In HWANGE NATIONAL PARK, the probability of spotting a two-
headed giraffe is low; meeting one of its 40,000 elephants is likelier.

With its 100-mile ravine, Namibia’s FISH RIVER CANYON is the 
second largest in the world, surpassed only by the Grand Canyon.
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AFRICAN ELEPHANTS spend about 17 hours per day eating. So, 
since they’re out and about looking for food practically all day, 
you will run into them sooner or later.

They say that a LEOPARD never changes its spots. And one of 
the best spots for spotting a leopard is Etosha National Park.

Yes, it’s a blast to walk up and somersault down the WORLD’S 
HIGHEST DUNE in the Namib Desert. Scrubbing the fine sand 
out of your pores afterward is another story.

British politician Cecil Rhodes is said to have told architects to build a bridge across the Zambezi River where trains will catch the spray of 
the gigantic VICTORIA FALLS .
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AFRICAN EXPLORER: OUR TRAIN • OUR SERVICES

The AFRICAN EXPLORER private 
train is a proper hotel on wheels. All 
its compartments feature a private 
bathroom with shower and WC. The two 
air-conditioned restaurant cars serve 
African and European culinary specialties. 
In the bar car, you can relax with a cool 
Windhoek lager or one of South Africa’s 
famous wines. The train’s star attraction is 
the open observation platform of the cozy 
lounge car—a paradise for photographers 
and nature lovers alike, allowing for a true 
safari on rails.

	✦ Two compartment categories to 
choose from: Elephant compartments 
with a double bed or two single beds 
and the larger Leopard compartment 
featuring a little seating area with a 
table and two chairs

	✦ All compartments equipped with 
private bathroom with shower and WC

	✦ Cozy lounge car with open observation 
platform 

	✦ Bar service with cocktails, beer,  
and select South African wines

	✦ Laid-back atmosphere on board— 
casual clothing welcome

	✦ African and European culinary 
specialties served in two air-
conditioned restaurant cars

	✦ Overnights in first-class hotels  
and lodges

	✦ Shuttle service between hotel and 
airport on the first and the last day

	✦ Porter service at train stations

	✦ Game drives, entrance fees,  
and sightseeing included
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COZY 
COMPARTMENTS

UNWIND 
in the privacy of comfy compart
ments, all of them equipped with 

a bathroom featuring shower  
and WC.

 
 

SPECTACULAR 
VIEWS

BE AMAZED 
by fantastic panoramas behind 
the compartment window and 

on the spectacular open 
observation deck.

 
 

AFRICAN  
HOSPITALITY

INDULGE IN 
local specialties, prepared fresh  

by our chefs, and a selection  
of world-class South  

African wines.

THE BEST WAY TO TRAVEL AFRICA’S SOUTH

 1  2  3
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TRANSCONTINENTAL TRAIN TRIP ACROSS CANADA
RAILROAD JOURNEY FROM NOVA SCOTIA TO BRITISH COLUMBIA

Our transcontinental railroad trip shows 
travelers 4,000 miles (6,400 km) of 
Canadian wonders. It runs across eight 
provinces FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE 
PACIFIC OCEAN . The train journey starts 
in the midst of Nova Scotia’s captivating 
coastal scenery, among lighthouses 
and fishing villages, and follows the 
thunderous St. Lawrence River to 
Quebec and Montreal, where travelers 
enjoy French joie-de-vivre. Ontario 
welcomes them to cosmopolitan Toronto 
and the roaring waters of Niagara Falls. 
Passing lakes and forests, the rail journey 
continues through the endless plains of 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, on to the 

Rocky Mountains, to end in the trendy 
metropolis of Vancouver. 

	✦ Transcontinental trip from Halifax in 
Canada’s furthest East to the West 
Coast metropolis of Vancouver 

	✦ Ocean, Corridor, and Canadian:  
A journey of 4,000 miles on board 
Canada’s legendary trains

	✦ Eight Canadian provinces, eight 
different worlds

	✦ The vastness of Canada’s heartland: 
The provinces of Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan

	✦ Maritime lifestyle in the Canadian 
Atlantic provinces

	✦ The bustling city of Toronto and the 
mind-blowing Niagara Falls

	✦ Fascinating mountain landscapes in 
Alberta and British Columbia

	✦ The breathtaking Rocky Mountains 
with their humongous glaciers and 
sparkling lakes in Alberta and British 
Columbia

	✦ Pacific rainforests in the Vancouver 
area 
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SWITZERLAND’S GREAT LITTLE TRAINS
TRAVELING THE SWISS ALPS ON THE COUNTRY’S GREATEST RAILROADS

We’ve combined SWITZERLAND’S 
MOST IMPRESSIVE RAIL ROUTES 
and best trains to create the perfect 
trip in a country that sets unparalleled 
standards for railroad traveling. Roll from 
the Matterhorn to ritzy St. Moritz in the 
panorama cars of the Glacier Express, 
the world’s slowest express train. Enjoy 
a ride in the Belle Epoque–style cars 
of the Alpine Classic Pullman Express 
over Bernina Pass, one of the journey’s 
highlights—in the literal sense. And, on 
top of hospitality in upscale hotels and 
on board the trains, experience rides on 
a nostalgic steamboat and classic cog 
railroads.

	✦ Train rides in the panorama cars  
of the Glacier Express

	✦ Traveling in the style of 1932 in  
classic train cars of the Alpine  
Classic Pullman Express

	✦ Visits to places with a history of 
illustrious residents: Charlie Chaplin’s 
Vevey, Audrey Hepburn’s Lake Geneva, 
Vladimir Nabokov’s Montreux, and 
Patricia Highsmith’s Locarno

	✦ UNESCO World Heritage: The 
Rhaetian Railroad in the Albula and 
Bernina Landscapes 

	✦ Furka Steam Railroad climbing up to 
more than 7,000 feet (2,100 meters) 
over sea level between Realp in the 
Canton of Uri and Oberwald in the 
Canton of Valais

	✦ GoldenPass Line between Montreux, 
Zweisimmen, and Lenk

	✦ The famous mountaineering and ski 
resort of Zermatt

	✦ Gornergrat Railroad with spectacular 
views of Matterhorn and Pennine Alps
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Vietnam’s wonderful World Heritage Sites 
are best explored with the brand-new 
SJOURNEY TRAIN . But first, a relaxing 
cruise on a small junk shows travelers 
the beauty of the Halong Bay. On the 
ensuing railroad journey from the capital 
city of Hanoi to the modern metropolis 
of Saigon, the colorful culture of Vietnam 
pleases the eye as its delicious culinary 
specialties served on board of the 
SJourney train please the palate. Visits 
to the ancient Emperor’s city of Hue, 
the old trade town of Hoi An, and Phong 
Nha Ke Bang National Park with its 
unique network of caves add to the list of 
wonders on this train journey.

VIETNAM • JAPAN • AUSTRALIA 
TRAIN JOURNEYS IN ASIA AND DOWN UNDER 

JAPAN is a railroad afficionado’s paradise. 
Traveling its main islands from the far 
north to the deep south on the country’s 
diverse and unrivaled trains is a sheer 
delight. Joyful Trains combine Oriental 
design with culinary delights. Historic 
locomotives slowly roll in front of 
landscapes drawn in watercolors. And 
the Shinkansen swooshes through the 
mountains at a speed that makes even 
the cranes crane their necks. Sights 
along the tracks: Tokyo, Kyoto, Hiroshima, 
Nagasaki, and Hakone National Park with 
the holy Fuji volcano. Japan’s trains offer 
a singularly convenient way to explore a 
country where high-tech and the belief in 
spirits coexist in perfect harmony.

Australia’s THE GHAN is a legend on 
wheels: On its 2,000 mile-journey across 
the vastness of the Fifth Continent, 
it rolls from Ocean to Ocean, from 
Adelaide to Darwin, and on to Cairns. 
Travelers experience the magic of the 
Uluru monolith in the country’s Red 
Center, the beauty of the 36 rock domes 
known as the Olgas, and the natural 
wonders of Kakadu National Park with 
its saltwater crocodiles. Stays in Sydney 
and Alice Springs, visits to the Great 
Barrier Reef, rides on one of the world’s 
steepest funiculars in the Blue Mountains, 
and a train ride through the jungle of 
Queensland complete the picture of a 
continent of miracles.
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LUXURY TRAIN LEGENDS
VENICE SIMPLON-ORIENT-EXPRESS · EASTERN & ORIENTAL EXPRESS · ROYAL SCOTSMAN

The legendary VENICE SIMPLON-
ORIENT-EXPRESS is undisputedly 
the world’s most famous train. Agatha 
Christie’s Hercule Poirot and Graham 
Greene secured its immortality in classic 
literary works. And even though nearly 
a century has passed since then, the 
marvelous thing is that the train’s luxury 
atmosphere and gourmet dinners can still 
be experienced like in the roaring 1920s. 
On the 2-day journey between Paris and 
Venice, travelers can choose between 
the nostalgic original compartments and 
the new suites reflecting the luxury style 
of the olden days but offering modern 
amenities like a private bathroom and 
WC.

The EASTERN & ORIENTAL EXPRESS 
offers the number one luxury train 
experience in South-East Asia. Its 
exquisitely decorated sleeping cars 
and elegant compartments, a bar car 
with a pianist, a library, and a salon car, 
all in the classic style of the early 20th 
century, send travelers on a nostalgic 
trip into the past between the lush 
tropical junglescapes of Malaysia and 
the glittering metropolis of Singapore. 
With its excellent Asian-European cuisine 
paired with superb wines and first-rate 
service in the two restaurant cars, the 
journey on board the Eastern & Oriental 
Express is pure bliss for sophisticated 
palates.

The ROYAL SCOTSMAN is one of the 
world’s most spectacular luxury trains. 
Its journey between Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
the Isle of Bute, Fort William, and Arisaig 
makes travelers acquainted with lochs, 
mountains, and the nobility’s lifestyle 
in the Scottish Highlands. Guests are 
invited into aristocratic homes like the 
Georgian Mellerstain House and Mount 
Stuart, Britain’s most beautiful Victorian 
castle. Gourmet menus in the marvelous 
restaurant car, traditional afternoon teas, 
excellent wines, and premium whiskies 
are already included in the arrangement, 
as is a visit to the Glenkinchie whisky 
distillery. 




